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ABSTRACT

Rational Understanding of the Sex Ratio Imbalance at Birth and Strict Population Control Ma Yingtong » 2 »

China’ s past lessons from population control and the sex ratio imbalance at birth have exposed problems in the
country’s demographic research and decision-making of population policies, This paper makes a thorough analysis on the

causes and consequences of those problems and clarifies the disagreements on population control and sex ratio at birth.

Boy Preference and Induced Abortien in Rural China: Findings from the 2001 Survey
Wei Yan Li Shuzhuo Marcus W. Feldman » 12 «

Using data from the 2001 National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Survey, this paper studies the relation-
ship between boy preference and induced abortion in rural China during periods with different birth control policies. The pa-
per finds that temporal trends, features and patterns of variation in induced abortion and sex ratio at birth are fundamentaily
consistent. Among women with only two children, the risk of having an induced abortion to end the next pregnancy for
those whose first child is a daughter is significantly higher than for those whose first child is a son. These results reveal that
sex-selective abortion is widely prevalent, that boy preference is an important determinant of induced abortion, and that sex-

selective abortion has played an important role in the rise of sex ratio at birth in rural China.
Economic Determinants of Social Integration: A Survey in Aba Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province  Zhu Ling ¢+ 22 +

It is known that the socioeconomic inequality increased to high levels during the marketization process in Aba Autono-~
mous Prefecture populated by Tibetan and Qiang ethnic groups in Rural Sichuan Province. The phenomena of " ecological
poverty", "health poverty” and "educational poverty" are co-existing in the rural areas in Aba. Because the provision of
basic health care services is insecure and educational threshold for non-agricultural jobs has been growing, the marginaliza-
tion of the poor tends to become long-term and irreversible, In order to change the present situation, it is suggested that
food assistance should be continuously provided to the hard-core poor groups. Furthermore, priority should be given to hu-

man development and employment promotion in the policies for regional development and poverty alleviation.
Labor Migration in China Huang Ping Frank N. Pieke « 33 ¢

This paper proposes that research on rural-urban labor migration in China ought take consideration more seriously of
the contribution that migration makes to the development of the origin of migrants. At the national level China has drafted
an integrated development strategy that includes the creation of a viable and prosperous countryside as one of its key objec-
tives. To achieve this objective, labor migration can play an important role. What seems to be developing is a broader social
perspective, and sensitive to the more institutional links between rural development, poverty reduction and labor migration,

especially their implications for the empowerment of rural people.
Features of Urbanization and Urban Agglomeration in Yangtze River Delta Wang Guixin et al. *+ 42 «

From the perspective of urbanization progress, scale-space structure of urban agglomeration system, migration, this
paper studies the current development phase and characteristics of urbanization and urban agglomeration of the Yangtze Riv-
er Delta. Compared with urban agglomerations in developed countries, cities of the Yangtze River Delta remain in the pri-
mary stage of development. The paper suggests that the urban agglomeration of this area should be given priority in national

strategy.



